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(Flowers like tiny gourds) — 


Lily-of-the-Valley (Convallaria) 
(White flowers, leaves broad) 
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Bluebells (Hyacinthoides) 
¢ Some hybrid bluebells may look like Hyacinths, however they have 2 bracts (leafy bits at the 
flower bases, see pic 2 below). 


Native Bluebell - Dalmahoy Road, Dalmahoy Hill, Calder Wood (has the most). 

The native bluebell (check several) leans (1) to one side, the bells (2) are blue (very rarely white), placed on one side, tends to be long and narrow, 
pinched narrower before the mouth, and has petal tips curling back. If anything is different, assume you have the hybrid. 

To be extra sure, you can look a bit further: the anthers (3) should be white, at two different heights; the leaves (4) tend to be narrow; the areas 
they spread (5) tend to be more uniform and (in the south of Britain) more shade-preferring (they may be in areas where woods once were). The 
flowers tend to have a reasonably strong smell. 


Hyacinthoides non-scripta 


Hybrid Bluebell - Frequent in Ratho and around (e.g. Community Woodland). 

The main one around Ratho, often incorrectly called a Spanish Bluebell, whereas it is a hybrid between the Native and the Spanish with some 
horticultural direction (the natural hybrid is less robust). It’s usually obvious because the bells (2) are rather squat and widen to the mouth, include 
(5) various non-blue colours (white, pink or blue), tend to be more upright (1) with some or many bells placed around the stem. The anthers (3) may 
be blue or at the same level, the leaves (4) tend to be wider, and they grow (5) in a more solitary way and prefer the open more. The smell is less 
than the Native. To be a hybrid you’re just looking for one of these characters at least, though look at a number of examples. 


Hyacinthoides x massartiana 


Spanish Bluebell - for comparison. 


Sometimes the hybrid can become quite close to a Spanish. The Spanish is generally more delicate with broadish leaves. This is from the web. 


Hyacinthoides hispanica 


Hyacinths (Hyacinthus) 

¢ Some hyacinths may look like hybrid bluebells, but can certainly be distinguished from bluebells 
by having only 1 bract (small leafy bit at the base of each flower stalk, see pic 2 below) rather 
two. 


Hyacinth - Lidgate Wood (2014). 


An old picture. When left to grow, hyacinths often become less showy. They are upright (as some Hybrid Bluebells can be) with broad leaves and a 


variety of colours. See section note just above. 
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Hyacinthus orientalis 


Lily-of-the-Valley - Kirliston (Pepper Wood has a large area). 
Distinctive when in flower; the leaves are paired. Could be confused with Ramsons when not in flower. 
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Convallaria majalis 


¢ In squills the petals meet at the centre forming a flower like a plate or at an angle; but they 


don’t form a central floral tube at the back of the flower (best seen from a side view - pic 3 
below); if they do, see Chionodoxa following. (So the 6 filaments come from the petal bases. ) 


Turkish Squill - East Calder (wooded pathside running from beside Almond Grove). 


Flowers (1) up-pointing, lower flower stalks (1) getting quite long; single bract at base of flower stalks (3) that are small (2-3 mm) but clear (looking 
like little stem pouches in the photo). 


Scilla bithynica 


Alpine Squill - Ratho Station: Wooded path eastwards from the top of Station Road. 
Two leaves per plant (1), the leaves rather upright; bracts (leafy bits at the base of flower stalks) are minuscule and not noticeable (compare Turkish 
pic 3). 


Scilla bifolia 


Siberian Squill - Freelands Road east end grass side (2010; later disappeared). 
Old photo. The flowers (1) hang downwards. 


Scilla siberica 


Glory-of-the-Snows (Chionodoxa) 
¢ In Glory-of-the-Snows the petal bases form a floral tube at the back of the flower (best seen from 
the side, see pic 3 below). (So the filaments actually start halfway along the petal.) 


Boissier's Glory-of-the-Snow - Ratho occasionals: by Baird Rd flats (2014,2019); Kirkliston: woods 
by Humbie Reservoir where there seemed a number established. 


Only 2-3 flowers per flower stem, if more see next. Stems tend to be green. 
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Chionodoxa luciliae 


Glory of the Snow - Ratho Park Gardens (side of track to golf club); Winchburgh. 
Like the previous but 4-12 flowers, the stem often reddening. The pink form is ‘Pink Giant’. There seem to be a good number in both spots. 
(A bold blue flower without a pale centre would be S. sardensis or a small one the hybrid.) 


~~ > A Te 


Chionodoxa forbesii 


Grape-Hyacinths (Muscari) 


Armenian (“Garden”) Grape-Hyacinth - Ratho: dotted about, shown here at the Cemetery 
entrance (1) and Ratho Park Gardens track to the golf club (5). 


Narrowish leaves, the flowers not blackish at the base of the flower head though they may go a bit darker. If they do then it will be M. neglectum. 
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Muscari armeniacum 


Broad-Leaved Grape-Hyacinth - Lidgate Wood. 


Broad solitary leaf of fairly uniform width, flowers blue with largish mouth lobes the same colour (and pale lip). 


Muscari latifolium 


Star-of-Bethlehems (Ornithogalum) 


Star-of-Bethlehem - Patchily frequent: Canal pathside both sides of the bridge (nr Gogarmuir 
Bridge and EICA and further), Ratho Station (disused rail line), Kirkliston (roadside near Pepper 
Wood), Humbie (road near quarry), Winchburgh (Glendevon Road). 


The flowers have broad green on their underside and form a flattish cluster. 
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Ornithogalum umbellatum subsp. umbellatum 


Solomon’s-Seals (Polygonatum) 


Garden Solomon’s-Seal - Frequently met: Ratho (central woods, track to EICA, Old Norton Quarry 
field, Hillwood field), Newbridge (riverside path), Hermiston (canalside), Winchburgh (canalside), 
Kirkliston (disused rail line). 


Flower clusters (2,3,4) regularly of 3+ flowers, the stems (4) angled (not rounded). 
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Polygonatum x hybridum 


Butcher’s-Brooms (Ruscus) 


Butcher’s-Broom - Harvest Road cross through to Harvest Wynd. 
Distinctive. The flowers (2) are on stems that have flattened to look like leaves; the leaves themselves are tiny. 


Ruscus aculeatus 


